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Countless monkeys, dogs, 
rats and other animals are 
burned, blinded, cut open, 
poisoned, starved and 
drugged behind closed 
laboratory doors every 
year for convenience and 
economic reasons and 
because of old habits. Not 
only are animal tests 
extremely cruel, they are 
also completely 
inaccurate because of the 
vast physiological 
variations between 
species.  Other species 
absorb, metabolise and 
eliminate substances 
differently than humans 
do. The truth is that 
testing on animals is just 
plain bad science which 
harms humans and other 
animals alike.  
 
Vivisection is the practice 
of experimenting on live 
animals.Many vivisectors 
come to India because, in 
their own countries, they 
cannot get away with 
doing the type of animal 
testing they can here. 
Every year, research 
facilities across India – 
including the Animal 
Research Centre, the 
Patel Chest Institute, the 
National Institute of 
Nutrition (NIN) and the 
All India Institute of 
Medical Sciences 
(AIIMS), just to 

just to name a few – 
squander valuable time and 
resources as well as millions 
of rupees conducting 
experiments on monkeys, 
dogs, cats, rabbits, rats, 
mice and other animals. 
 
Although the Committee for 
the Purpose of Control and 
Supervision of 
Experimentation on 
Animals (CPCSEA) – 
which was created under the 
provisions of the 1960 
Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals Act – is supposed 
to help implement good 
laboratory practices and 
ensure that animal testing is 
carried out in proper 
conditions, animal research 
in India is notoriously 
riddled with problems. 
Many pharmaceutical 
companies do not employ 
full-time veterinarians to 
take care of animals on a 
day-to-day basis or 
caretakers to look after the 
animals at night. Most of 
the procedures are 
performed by students. 
Housing conditions are 
bleak because many 
laboratories do not provide 
animals with air 
conditioning, proper 
lighting, or hygienic water 
bottles, cages and food. 
 

The UK-based National 
Anti-Vivisection Society 
(NAVS) issued a report on 
Indian animal testing based 
on a review of Indian 
research papers in the 
international scientific 
literature and CPCSEA's 
inspections of 467 
laboratories. NAVS found 
key faults in the animal 
testing industry in India and 
concluded that years of 
scientific research in India 
have been invalidated by 
poor scientific procedure, 
poor laboratory practices 
and a lack of appropriate 
animal care.  
 
In India, one of the largest 
animal suppliers, the 
National Centre for 
Laboratory Animal Sciences 
(NCLAS) in Hyderabad, 
supplies about 50,000 
animals to laboratories 
every year and to 175 
institutions in India, 
including pharmaceutical 
companies and educational 
institutions. Both NCLAS 
and the NIN have been 
under fire from animal 
protection organisations for 
years for not maintaining 
basic animal welfare 
standards. According to The 
Hindu, NIN has kept 
monkeys, who are highly 
social, in solitary 
confinement for up to 12 
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A few years ago, PETA and 
the CPCSEA rescued a 
monkey named Paro and 36 
others from Pune's National 
Institute of Virology (NIV) 
after uncovering horrid 
conditions. Unable to provide 
even one record for any of the 
animals it used, NIV had 
confined most of its monkeys 
to tiny cages for more than a 
decade, and some had been 
disfigured or paralysed from 
confinement and abuse. Some 
monkeys were missing fingers 
and teeth, while others – who 
had gone insane from years of 
intensive confinement – spun 
in circles around their cages.  
 

In June 2002, members of the 
CPCSEA inspected the dog-
housing facilities of Delhi's 
Ranbaxy Laboratories and 
found that most of the animals 
were suffering from 
dermatitis, infectious diseases 
and defects that resulted from 
inbreeding. At the AIIMS, 
primates were housed in old, 
rusty cages, and they were 
inappropriately grouped for 
their social behaviour 
patterns. Scientists at AIIMS 
have not submitted required 
final reports for nearly half of 
the 339 projects which they 
completed between 1991 and 
2000. 

. Source: Peta India 
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